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S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 6  N e w s l e t t e r  

People Are Not Projects 
 

September brings us back into rhythm. 
 

School has started. Calendars are filling. Church ministries are beginning 
again. Rooms are being prepared, lessons are being planned, volunteers 
are stepping into place, and another season of ministry is in front of us. 
I am grateful for all of it. 
 

But as we begin, I have been thinking about something I never want us to 
forget: 
 

People are not projects. They are souls. 
 

Ministry can become very organized. We create programs, prepare les-
sons, schedule meetings, and measure participation. Those things can help 
us serve people well, but none of them are the same thing as knowing 
someone. 
 

Jesus did not merely gather crowds and deliver information. He sat at ta-
bles. He walked dusty roads. He asked questions. He noticed the person 
everyone else overlooked. He stayed with people long enough to hear 
what was underneath their words. 
 

That kind of ministry is difficult to place on a calendar. 
Sometimes discipleship happens during a Bible study. Sometimes it hap-
pens in a car ride after the Bible study. Sometimes it happens over coffee, 
beside a hospital bed, around a kitchen table, or in a conversation that be-
gins with someone finally admitting, “I’m not doing very well.” 
 

It happens when we stop trying to fix someone long enough to hear them. 
It happens when a child asks a spiritual question at an inconvenient time 
and a parent decides that the dishes can wait. 
 

It happens when someone fails and discovers that grace does not pretend 
the failure was harmless, but neither does it define them by their worst 
moment. 
 

It happens when we sit with someone in the ashes without rushing to ex-
plain why the fire happened. 
 

That is the kind of church I want us to be. 

Continued... 

About   
Harvest  Church:  

 

  Pastor Josh Jacobs 
pastorjosh@harvestcares.com 

 

  481 South Linn Avenue  New 
Hampton, IA 50659 

  (641) 394-4380 

  Visit us online at:                                   
www.harvestcares.com 
www.facebook.com/HarvestNH  

 
  Office E-mail                          
office@harvestcares.com 

  Admin Office Hours:      
Monday 10 am - 4:00 pm 
Wednesday 10 am - 4:00 pm 
 
Please make an  
appointment if you’d like 
to come in at any time  
outside of business hours  
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A church where truth is spoken clearly, but never coldly. A church where wounded people are not treated like 
interruptions. A church where children are welcomed, families are strengthened, burdens are shared, and 
people who have stumbled are helped back to their feet. 
 

A church where someone can be honest about grief, depression, addiction, doubt, family strain, or personal 
failure and discover that the response of God’s people is not, “Clean yourself up and come back later.” 
 

The response is, “Let us walk with you toward Jesus.” 
 

That kind of ministry costs something. It requires time, patience, meals, phone calls, prayers, forgiveness, and 
sometimes tears. Relationships are rarely as tidy as programs. But the Gospel itself is deeply relational. 
 

When Adam and Eve hid in shame, God came looking for them. 
 

When the world was lost in sin, Jesus came to dwell among us. 
 

When we could not make our way to Him, mercy moved toward us. 
 

As we begin another season of ministry, may we remember that our goal is not simply to fill rooms or com-
plete lessons. It is to love God and love the people He places in front of us. 
 

So look around this month. 
 

There may be someone near you who does not need to be managed, corrected, or impressed. They may  
simply need to be noticed. They may need someone willing to listen, pray, and stay. 
 

Because people are not projects. 
 

They are souls. 
 

And every soul matters to Jesus. 
 
Pastor Josh 



 

Life Groups 
Our Life Group curriculum is from the “Secret Church” Bible study 

on Elijah by David Platt’s ministry - Radical. This is a 5 week,  
guided video study and will last 1-2 hours. Books are provided!  

Study Guide  

Examples 

See the next page to pick a group! 



 



 

September 6th - Chuck & Jane 

September 13th - Shirlee & Bonnie 

September 20th - Dorothy & Ashely 

September 27th - Dean & Judy 

If you are unable to greet, please find someone else to  

take your place, talk to Christine Knoll 
 

Remember: if you're in Sunday School to leave  

10 minutes early to be at the entry on time. 

Happy Birthday! 

Happy Anniversary! 

Rod Reicks - September 1st 

Gabriel Dunlap - September 4th 

Tom Sauser - September 8th 

Dale Tiemessen - September 8th 

Emily Duckett - September 9th 

Pastor Josh and Teresa - September 7th 



 

Kid’s ministry 
Nursery 

Kid’s church 

September 6 - Christine 

September 13 - Leanna 

September 20 - Kaidance 

September 27 - Jennifer 

Sept. 6th - Teresa (Leader), Shirlee (Helper) 

Sept. 13th - Ashely (Leader), Barb (helper) 

Sept. 20th - Rachel (Leader), Scott (helper) 

Sept. 27th - Judy (Leader), Dean (Helper) 



 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1    9:00 a.m. 
Prayer Group  
(@ Harvest) 

 

7:00 p.m. 
Women’s  

Bible Study  
at Poor Richard’s 

 

5:30 p.m. 
C.E. Meeting 

2 
 
 

3 4 5 
 
 

10:00 a.m. 
Harvest 
Cares  

Meeting 

6 

8:15 a.m. 
Sunday School 

 

9:30 a.m. 
Worship  
Service 

 

 
 
 

7 

 
 

8 
 

9:00 a.m. 
Prayer Group  
(@ Harvest) 

 
7:00 p.m. 
Women’s  

Bible Study  
at Poor  

Richard’s 

9 
 

6:00 p.m. 
 

 
 

 

10 
 

5:30 p.m. 
Coordinating  

Council  
Meeting 

11 
 
 

12 

 
 

13 
8:15 a.m. 
Sunday 
School 

 

9:30 a.m. 
Worship  
Service 

 
 
 

14 
 
 

15 
9:00 a.m. 

Prayer Group  
(@ Harvest) 

 

7:00 p.m. 
Women’s  

Life Group 
@ The Harvest 
Church Youth 

Room 

16 
 

 
6:00 p.m. 

Life Group 
@ The Koster’s 

17 
 

 
 

18 
 
 
 
 

 

19 
 

 
 
 
 

 

20 
 

8:15 a.m. 
Sunday School 

 

9:30 a.m. 
Worship  
Service 

 

4-6 p.m. 
Kids’ Classes prek-5th 

21 
 
 

22 
9:00 a.m. 

Prayer Group  
(@ Harvest) 

 

7:00 p.m. 
Women’s  

Life Group 
@ The Harvest 
Church Youth 

Room 

23 
 

 
6:00 p.m. 

Life Group 
@ The Koster’s 

24 

 
25 

 

 
  

26 

 
 

27  
8:15 a.m. 

Sunday School 
 

9:30 a.m. 
Worship  
Service 

 

4-6 p.m. 
Kids’ Classes prek-5th 

28 
 
 

29  
9:00 a.m. 

Prayer Group  
(@ Harvest) 

 

7:00 p.m. 
Women’s  

Life Group 
@ The Harvest 
Church Youth 

Room 

30 
 

6:00 p.m. 

Life Group 
@ The Koster’s 

   


