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FROM THE DESK OF
PAsToR Douc

PREDICTIONS

| used to enjoy watching TV talk shows as we approached a new year and the
“experts” and the self-proclaimed psychics predicted what was coming in the
next twelve months. Most missed the mark badly, once in a while one of
them managed to be surprisingly correct.

I’'ve never been one to try to predict the future, but as we move into 2022, |
want to make some confident predictions:

1. | can confidently predict that we are moving into a year of change as a
church. In one way that’s true every year, but we are on the cusp of some un-
usually significant decisions that will change Harvest for a long time to come.

2. | can confidently predict that Harvest is going to experience a pastoral
change in the next year. Our search team is working hard to find the man God
has called to be our next pastor. The process may be slow or quick, but in
2022 we will gather for worship with a new face and a new style in the pulpit
and in leadership at Harvest.

3. I can confidently predict that Harvest is going to have some really
challenging decisions to make in 2022. The biggest one is whether we will lift
our vision beyond ourselves or just focus on the church.

Harvest has come a long way since the split a few years back, and now we’ve
weathered two years of the Covid crisis and are stabilizing around a “new

norm.”

(Continued...)



From the Desk of Pastor Doug (Continued)

We've needed both of those times of focusing on our own needs and concerns. But now we’ve
got to decide if we're going to shift to an outward, mission-minded focus, or just maintain the
church.

In this age, maintenance-minded churches are rapidly declining. But as the Covid crisis fades into
less of a crisis and more of something we’ve got to live with, churches that want to reach out to
their communities are beginning to thrive again.

I've watched a lot of people go through major surgeries over the years. At first, they have to just
passively accept whatever directions they get from the doctors. But there comes a time, usually

fairly early in the process, where a person decides to aggressively choose to get well or to just

adjust to a deeply limited life.

We're at one of those decision points as a congregation. The decision won’t come by voting for a
new pastor, it will come as each of us makes decisions about stepping into new roles and taking
on new responsibilities. Are you in?
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Our annual Congregational Meeting will be held right after worship on
Sunday, January 16th, followed by a potluck meal. The main business will be
approving a budget and Elders for the coming year.
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PASTOR DOUG’S
JANUARY SERMONS:

Series: Romans 10, How Great a Salvation

January 2nd
Romans 10:1

“That They May be Saved”

January 9th
Romans 10:2-3

“Passion and Depth”

January 16th
Romans 10:4
“Jesus, the Fulfillment of the Law”

January 23rd
Romans 10:5-13
“Righteousness by Faith”

January 30th
Romans 10:14-15
“All Can Choose”




2021 Chili Coelff and Caroling

December 5th was a busy day at Harvest
Church! We started the morning with a visit
from New Hampton High School’s NuHi Chorale.
Later that evening, friends gathered to sing
Christmas carols to individuals and families
around town. Following that, Harvest Church
geared up for our annual Chili Cook-Off. Dean
Schroeder won this year’s battle with a delicious
chili. Thank you to everyone who joined!




BABY BOTTLES &
FOR ALTERNATIVES |
PREGNANCY CENTER

Sunday, January 23rd, is national Sanctity of Human Life Sunday. On that
day, we will make baby bottles available for you to fill and return to the
church for Alternatives Pregnancy Center in Waterloo. The idea is to fill

the bottle with cash, change, or a check to support this important ministry.

Bottles should be returned to the church on Sunday, February 6th.

Being pro-life isn't just about having an opinion, it is about doing some-
thing to help those struggling with unplanned pregnancies choose life.

Alternatives )

PREGNANDOY CENTER

Marilyn Njus - January 11th
Paul Knoll - January 16th

Thelma Allen - January 18th

* Paul Hassman - January 23rd *108 YEARS OLD'*\
Wyatt Sabelka - January 27th *
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