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Last month, I had the opportunity to lead a Zoom-based training meeting for the elders of a church in Arizona. I love to work with leader development, and had a great time with some fine folks.
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Of course, when you teach, you always learn more than those you are
supposed to be teaching.
Working with these folks over a two-hour stretch, I saw the incredible
variety of gifts and callings in a small slice of the Kingdom of God. One
couple focuses on building relationships with the “snowbirds,” northerners who winter in Arizona, then go north again when warmer
weather comes. This couple makes a special ministry of welcoming fellow snowbirds and integrating them into the church for the winter
months, then keeping in touch with them while they are scattered
across the northern tier of states. Another elder leads several Bible
studies. Another focuses on nursing home ministry. Another reaches
out to people in her mobile home park. The list goes on.
People in the group had many different kinds of ministries. And the
church needed them all, plus many more. And this was just a small sampling of people in a lively church.
Nobody can do everything, but all of us can do something. That’s a
pretty good summary of the New Testament doctrine of spiritual gifts.
(Continued...)

From the Desk of Pastor Doug (Continued)
To be whole, a church needs to be a team of people, all committed to using their gifts for
the good of the whole church. None of us can do it all ourselves, but together we can
cover all the things God is asking of us.
How would you describe your areas of gifting? How are you using those gifts to build the
Kingdom of God through Harvest Church? As we emerge from the Covid crisis, how will
you deepen that service to the Lord?
To mix the metaphors, we play different positions, but we’re a team. And the team
thrives when each player does his or her part for the whole.
-Doug

CONVERSATION WITH GREAT PLAYS DAYCARE
Our neighbors at Great Plays Daycare have approached the church about the possibility of
renting space from the church on weekdays. Our Elders and Trustee chair met with the head
of Great Plays in an initial conversation. Possibilities were explored and we identified several
areas that would require more work before a decision could be made. We checked with our
insurance carrier, and the building will have to be inspected by the Fire Marshal and the Iowa
licensing folks. Only then would we be able to get serious about the possibility of moving
forward.
The conversation is very preliminary, of course, but we want the church to be aware of it.
As things develop, we will keep the congregation informed. If you have input, questions or
concerns, please talk with Doug, one of our Elders or Ron Sabelka, our Trustee chairman.
At this point no decisions have been made by either Great Plays or the church, but we are
moving forward with a conversation.

PASTOR DOUG’S
MARCH SERMONS:
Series: The Throne of God in Revelation
March 7th
Revelation 3:21-22
“Into the Presence”
March 14th
Revelation 20:11-12
“Judgment and Re-creation”
March 21st
Revelation 5:6-7
“Reigning From Sacrifice”
March 28th (Palm Sunday)
Revelation 7:9-12
“Practicing for the Business of Heaven”

At Harvest Church

Palm Sunday - 10:30 a.m. service
Good Friday - 6:30 p.m. Service
Easter Morning - 10:30 a.m. service
Despite the limits of the last few months, we are planning to do our usual Easter week activities:
Palm Sunday (March 28): We will have the traditional opening with children bringing palm
leaves to the front as the service begins.
Good Friday (April 2): The Good Friday service will be at 6:30 in the Sanctuary.
Easter morning: We will celebrate Easter at our regular 10:30 service. The chairs will be
rearranged to allow for maximum attendance while keeping the 6 foot distancing rule.

DHF NATIONAL CONFERENCE
Several years ago, Harvest Church joined Disciple Heritage Fellowship, a nondenominational family of churches. When we joined, one of the things that kept coming up was that it wasn’t enough to join an organization. We needed to become participants, building relationships and keeping in touch, or else we’d drift away over
time.
Every year, the greatest opportunity to get to know other people and other churches
in our family is the DHF National Conference, which will be held April 22-23 in Decatur, Illinois. In a season when it seems like every event is being cancelled because of
Covid restrictions, DHF has decided to stay with a face-to-face format, with proper
masking and social distancing, following the requirements of the state of Illinois at
that time.
You can see more details and register online at discipleheritage.org. Click on the conference link and you’ll see the opportunities.
Doug and Pat will definitely be going, and we’ll let you know as others make the decision as well.

happy Birthday!

Olivia Schuchhardt - March 18th
Jason Walter - March 25th

Happy Anniversary!
Deb & Darwin Allen - March 22nd

ELDER OFFICERS
The Elder board recently met and selected officers for 2021. Scott Carey will continue
as Elder chair, Dean Schroeder is secretary and Nate Schwickerath is treasurer.

Thank You!
Thanks to your generous donations, we were able to
donate $662.09 to Alternatives Pregnancy Center in
Waterloo. Thank you for supporting this ministry!
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