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TREES
For over 40 years, three ash trees have been growing near the street in
front of our house. They had grown huge, and because of earlier trimming,
they had multiple, long, large, tangled limbs. We noticed the trees were
losing their health, but thought they just needed some trimming. Too late,
we discovered they were being eaten alive by emerald ash borers and
there was no way to save them.
We called a nearby tree service company, and on Monday they showed
up. Pat and I sat on the front porch and watched the operation. They
chose the tree with the biggest base as their first target. In about 2 1/2
hours they went from the first cut of a chainsaw to cleaning up the debris
around the stump. Everything else had been turned into chips or loaded
on a trailer, and as the guys left for lunch, the tree that had spend 40 plus
years growing was simply gone. Think of all the ice storms, all the wind
storms, all the lightning storms, the droughts and floods that tree survived.
And now, in one morning, it was gone except for a stump that will soon be
ground to make room for more lawn.
Building something great is the labor of a lifetime, but most of our achievements can be brought down in a short order. I’ve watched too many pastors who started well suddenly go down in flames because they let down
their sexual boundaries one time. I remember a man who built up significant wealth, but who got caught up in a scheme to get even richer that
collapsed, then ended his years totally dependent on his brother for the
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cost of nursing home care. I preached the tragic funeral of a promising high schooler who
chose to have one too many and ended his life driving into the grill of a big truck. I can’t begin
to count the marriages I’ve seen collapse after a promising start.
It’s important to build lives of significance. But it’s also important to maintain what we’ve
built. I hope that you look at your legacy as a spouse, a parent, a grandparent, an employee,
a boss, or whatever other things of significance you have achieved with satisfaction. It’s good
to look out and realize you’ve made a difference. But keep making good decisions so those
accomplishments continue to be a blessing.
-Doug

6:00 p.m.
Join Us!

NU-HI CHORALE
The Nu-Hi Chorale from the New Hampton High School
will visit Harvest Church’s worship service on Sunday,
December 5. This is an annual event in which the group
visits the churches of New Hampton as part of their support for our Christmas celebrations.

PASTOR DOUG’S
DECEMBER SERMONS:
Advent Series: Dreams in Matthew
December 5th
Matthew 1:18-21
“Take the Chance”
December 12th
Matthew 2:12
“Do the Right Thing”
December 19th
Matthew 2:13-16
“For Your Good”
December 26th
Matthew 2:22
“Course Corrections”

ELDER NOMINEE
In accordance with our ByLaws, the Elders are publishing that Rod Reicks will be our nominee
for Elder, beginning in January, 2022. He will replace Scott Cary, who has served his full term
available and will have to sit out for at least a year.

Sunday
December 5th
4:30 p.m.

One of Harvest’s annual holiday events is coming on
Sunday, December 5th. We will gather at 4:30 at the
church to head out for some caroling. After the caroling,
we will come back to the Fellowship Hall for our Chili
Cook-off. Anyone who wishes may bring chili for sampling and enjoying. Everyone is welcome, whether or not
they bring chili. Please bring a dessert if you are able.
If possible, bring chili in a crock pot or other device that
can keep it warm while we’re caroling.

ADVENT LUNCHEONS
Each year, the New Hampton Ministerial Association sponsors a series of Advent luncheons. This year, they will
be December 1st, 8th and 15th at the Congregational Church building at 11:30 a.m. Our church is responsible
for cookies and bars for the December 15th service.
After a soup and sandwich meal, there is singing of traditional Christmas music and a devotional. To allow people to get away during their lunch breaks, the whole gathering is less than an hour.

Search Committee Update
The Pastoral Search Committee is excited to report that, after three months and 20 hours of meetings, we have
narrowed the number of candidates to just a handful. We have sought and received additional information via
email from some of these candidates and will begin, in the first week of December, to meet with and interview
some of the remaining candidates both in person and via zoom. The window for accepting resumes remains
open until December 10th. Each week, it seems we are presented with additional candidates and information
regarding existing candidates. Keep your prayers focused on this task which is of great importance to the future
of our church. Those of us on the committee appreciate the support shown by the church and we are excited to
see the significant progress being made.

PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT
UPDATE
The playground equipment we purchased from the Nashua school is now fully installed and
ready for use. The project will be completed when safety mulch is installed under the set. We
look forward to completion, but in the meantime, rejoice to see the set fully assembled.
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Harvest Church has participated in Pine Lakes Camp for many years. We’ve sent kids to
the summer camp program regularly and our women have been active participants in
the annual Women’s Retreat. Earlier this year, we began to hear rumblings that the
camp might be closed or sold. We just received an announcement: “Pine Lakes Camps
will stay in the Converge North Central family and will likely be operating this summer.
We have agreed to sell the camp to one of our churches, Full Grace Church. They are a
multi-site church with locations all over Minnesota (and coming soon to Iowa). There is
an action plan for their first (Iowa) location to be in the camp’s chapel.”
This means a lot change is coming, but the camp will continue its ministry to Iowa
churches.

CHRISTMAS MUSIC
CELEBRATION
Saturday, December 18th
4:00 p.m.
Our worship team is planning a Christmas music celebration at the
church! We will sing a combination of old and newer Christmas
music in celebration of the season. Invite your friends and family!

Every year, the churches of New Hampton unite in “The Giving
Tree,” a project aimed at making Christmas a little more blessed
for folks who are economically challenged. Our church people
picked up all 25 requests that were allotted to us. Gifts need to
be brought to the church by Sunday, December 5th. They will be
collected in the Youth Room so the Fellowship Hall is available
for the Chili Cook-Off, and will be moved to the Fellowship Hall
after the Cook-Off. Sorting will happen on Wednesday morning,
and distribution is scheduled for Saturday, December 11th.

The Delta and the Omicron are no
match for the Alpha and Omega.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
Every year Harvest Church prepares boxes for
Operation Christmas Child. This is a project of
Franklin Graham’s ministry that distributes boxes
of Christmas presents to children around the
world in the name of Jesus. This year our church
prepared 71 boxes and our pie auction collected
$1,501 toward distribution of the boxes

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Harvest’s annual congregational meeting will be held Sunday, January 16th, right after
worship. The main business will be approving a budget and officers for the new year.

happy Birthday!

December 1st - Roger Stansbery
December 1st - Jennifer Tobin
December 23rd - Barb Sauser

Happy Anniversary!
December 27th - Todd & Shirlee Becker
December 30th - Nate & Julie Schwickerath

December 2021
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
1

Thursday
2

(Congregational
Church)

9:15 a.m.
Sunday
School

6

7 11:00 a.m.

“Harvest
Connection”

10:30 a.m.
Worship

7:00 p.m.
Women’s
Bible Study

4:30 p.m.
Caroling and
Chili Cook-Off

7:00 p.m.
Coordinating
Council Mtg.

12

13

14

8

9
11:30 a.m.
Advent
Luncheon

9:15 a.m.
Sunday
School

11:00 a.m.
“Harvest
Connection”

11:30 a.m.
Advent
Luncheon

10:30 a.m.
Worship
Service

7:00 p.m.
Women’s
Bible Study

(Congregational
Church)

19

20

9:15 a.m.
Sunday
School
10:30 a.m.
Worship
Service

22

16

23

28

9:15 a.m.
Sunday
School

11:00 a.m.
“Harvest
Connection”

10:30 a.m.
Worship
Service

7:00 p.m.
Women’s
Bible Study

24

6:00 p.m.
Christmas
Eve
Service

7:00 p.m.
Women’s
Bible Study

27

17
11:00 a.m.
“Harvest
Connection”
on Facebook

11:00 a.m.
“Harvest
Connection”

Annual Reports
Due

26

21

10

29

Saturday
4
7:00 a.m.
Trustee
Meeting

11

11:00 a.m.
“Harvest
Connection”
on Facebook

(Congregational
Church)

15

3
11:00 a.m.
“Harvest
Connection”
on Facebook

11:30 a.m.
Advent
Luncheon

5

Friday

30

31
11:00 a.m.
“Harvest
Connection”
on Facebook

18
4:00 p.m.
Christmas
Music
Celebration
At Harvest
Church

25

