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MOVING ON UP, ONE STEP AT A TIME
Since the Covid crisis began last winter, we first had to stop meeting on Sundays, then when we resumed live worship, our numbers were far short of where we expect them to be in more normal
times. At the same time, we decided to start posting our worship
services live and as recordings, and we’ve had an encouraging
bump up in virtual attendance. A little later in this newsletter you
will find some statistics about the reach of our online ministries.
It’s hard to evaluate these numbers, but the overall message is
encouraging.
There is no online event that fully replaces being with the gathered body for worship, but our growing online following tells us
that a felt need for connection is being met by our virtual ministries.
We’ve been able to add an online broadcast of our adult Sunday
School hour, and, again, an encouraging number of folks are tuning in. The same is true of our “Harvest Connection” devotionals.
Harvest Church isn’t going to become an old-time TV ministry, but
the internet and the Covid restrictions have helped us open up
fresh approaches to getting the message out.
While I’m eager to see our worship services full again, I’m grateful
that God has provided a way for us to stay connected and to keep
worshiping as a congregation. I’m also grateful for the way we’ve
been able to reach new people across the country.
(Continued...)

From the Desk of Pastor Doug (Continued)
What I’m trying to say is summed up this way:
-Harvest is slowly reconnecting and rebuilding our in-person ministries
-We have also expanded our internet presence, and it has reached a lot of people
that weren’t involved in our in-person ministries
-Our future lies in expanding our ministries both ways. We’re not going to become
a strictly online church, and we’re not going back to “normal” either.
In challenging times we can either cower in fear or stand up to the challenge and
grow. Harvest Church has chosen to stand up and keep moving forward.
-Doug

Doug & Pat’s Vacations
Doug and Pat left for a
family visit to the Northwest
on October 30 and will return Monday, November 9.
They will also be visiting
family December 25-30.

New Hampton’s annual Veterans Day
service will be held at the courthouse
at 11:00 a.m. on November 11.
Harvest is responsible for the prayers
at the service. The ceremony will be
held outside, and only be moved
inside in case of bad weather. The
Congregational Church’s usual meal
afterward will not be offered this year.

PASTOR DOUG’S
NOVEMBER SERMONS:
November 1st
“Jesus: The Perfect Sacrifice”
Mike Tobin preaching
November 8th
Gary Cradic preaching
November 15th
Romans 5:1-4
“Justified by Faith”
November 22nd
Romans 5:6-8
“The Joyful Fruit of Faith”
November 29th
Romans 5:9-11
“Justified, Saved from Wrath, Reconciled”
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The Giving Tree 2020
COVID has made this year harder for those
already in need, that is why the Giving Tree
will proceed as scheduled. Tags will be
available on November 15th and the gifts are
to be returned by December 6th. Thank you
for your help to make this Christmas great for
less fortunate families in our area.

YOU CAN
INCREASE HARVEST’S
DIGITAL OUTREACH!
One of the most important things you can do
to help us reach more people is to “Share” the
Facebook postings of worship services and
adult Sunday School. When you Share a post, it
offers the post to a selection of your online friends. They see that the service is available, and have
the choice of ignoring it or tuning in. As you can see below, we are reaching hundreds of people
and dozens are tuning in to our worship services. Only a handful are sharing, and just a few more
would multiply our outreach.

We are having problems with Harvest’s live digital postings on Facebook. The problem seems to be
with available bandwidth on our WiFi system. It is really important for everyone coming to Sunday
School or worship to turn off the WiFi feature on your phone before you come in. There doesn’t seem
to be a reasonable way to fix the problem until the new fiber optic system is installed, and that is
probably quite a few months out. So please turn off you phone’s WiFi as you enter until we get the
new system connected.
And, yes, if you’re wondering, we did explore getting more upload bandwidth from the existing cable
company. They are only offering increased speeds with 2- or 3-year contracts or else extremely high
monthly costs. So we’re going to have to muddle through as we await fiber optic connections.

ONLINE STATISTICS FOR SEPTEMBER 2020
Worship Services
Date
Sept 13
Sept 20
Sept 27

Reaches
489
372
387

Engagements
88
55
52

Reaches
309
201
Equipment failure

Engagements
27
16

Sunday School
Date
Sept 13
Sept 20
Sept 27

Harvest Connection
Date
Sept 4
Sept 8
Sept 15
Sept 18
Sept 22
Sept 25

Views
86
67
89
63
51
49

Total reach of all posts over time: 990 reaches, 398 Engagements, 12 clicks to Harvest Church link
240 page likes in last 28 days.
“Reaches” are people who received the link to the broadcast on their Facebook page,
“Engagements” are people who clicked on the link and actually watched some or all of the post.

Harvest Church
December 24th at 6:30 p.m.

CHANGING AND GROWING
MINISTRIES AT HARVEST
We are trying to return to a more “normal” schedule at Harvest, while at the
same trying to use the opportunities of the Covid crisis to reach more people.
Here is where we stand with our usual ministries:
Adult Sunday School: In-person in the sanctuary and on Facebook Live at
9:15, recording available on Facebook and the church website.
Sunday morning worship: In-person and on Facebook Live at 10:30, recordings available on Facebook and the church website.
Children’s Sunday School: In-person at 9:15. Ashely Schuchhardt is teaching.
Children’s Church: In-person in the basement during sermon time. Racheal
Zimmerman is leading.

COMMUNITY HOLIDAY EVENTS
The annual community Christmas music and choir celebration will not be held
this year. The Ministerial Association regrets this, but with social distancing
requirements and most choirs and musical groups not meeting, the decision
was to wait for next year.
The annual community Thanksgiving meal at Trinity Lutheran Church will not be
offered this year.
The annual community Advent Luncheons at the Methodist Church have been
cancelled for this year.

happy Birthday!

Bonnie Jendro - November 11th
Faith Walter - November 16th
Mallory Tobin - November 17th
Adalyn Tobin - November 18th
Christine Knoll - November 20th
Todd Becker - November 26th

Daylight Saving Time ends
Sunday, November 1st.

Colossians 3:17
“And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do
it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to
God the Father through him.”

November 2020
Sunday
1

Monday
2

9:15 a.m.
Sunday
School
10:30 a.m.
Worship
Service
Communion

8
9:15 a.m.
Sunday
School
10:30 a.m.
Worship
Service

10:30 a.m.
Worship
Service

23

9:15 a.m.
Sunday School

Shoeboxes Due

30

10:30 a.m.
Worship
Service

5

11

11:00 a.m.
“Harvest
Connection”
with Pastor
Doug

11:00 a.m.
Veteran’s Day
Service at the
courthouse

17

24

Friday
6
11:00 a.m.
“Harvest
Connection”
with Pastor
Doug

10

11:00 a.m.
“Harvest
Connection”
with Pastor
Doug

10:30 a.m.
Worship
Service

9:15 a.m.
Sunday
School

4

12

18

13

Saturday
7
7:00 a.m.
Trustee
Board
Meeting

14

11:00 a.m.
“Harvest
Connection”
with Pastor
Doug

19

11:00 a.m.
“Harvest
Connection”
with Pastor
Doug

9:15 a.m.
Sunday
School

29

Thursday

7:00 p.m.
Coordinating
Council

16

22

3

Wednesday

11:00 a.m.
“Harvest
Connection”
with Pastor
Doug

9

15

Tuesday

20

21

11:00 a.m.
“Harvest
Connection”
with Pastor
Doug

25

26

27
11:00 a.m.
“Harvest
Connection”
with Pastor
Doug

28

