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WHATCHA GONNA DO?
The old TV show “Cops” had a theme song that asked the criminals, “Whatcha
gonna do when they come for you?” While the Cops song is a bit lighthearted,
all of us ask seriously at times, “What are we going to do?”
As I write this, there is worldwide turmoil over the Coronavirus. People are
asking governments, healthcare providers, transportation companies and
each other, “Whatcha gonna do” if the virus comes for us.
It’s a bit hard to plan because there are a thousand theories from a thousand
experts about how serious the threat is. Right now there are just a couple of
thousand cases outside central China and it’s not clear if the virus can be contained by strong quarantine actions. Maybe, maybe not.
If it spreads widely, it will be very disruptive of the whole world’s economy,
our social order and our healthcare system. But it may have a very limited impact if we are able to isolate it and stop the spread.
Either way it turns out, I’d like to challenge you to think about your response
to the threat of the Coronavirus if it becomes a pandemic and comes to
Northeast Iowa. Whatcha gonna do? I’d suggest several things we should be
prepared to consider.
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First, if the authorities ask us to stop holding worship services for a time, I’d
say let’s follow their directions. We don’t want to stubbornly help spread the
virus. But at the same time, we will find ways to use the internet to stay in the
Word, stay connected and lift up our worship. It won’t be the same as gathering together in the church building, but it will keep us healthy and may even
deepen our faith in a unique way.
(Continued...)

From the Desk of Pastor Doug (Cont. )
Next, if you look at the situation and decide to make some preparations by stocking up on food
supplies, toilet paper, etc., plan to stockpile enough to share. We are not called to just live for
ourselves, and we must not slip into a “bunker” mentality where we plan to isolate ourselves and
only look out for our own interests. If you feel led to plan for a disastrous time, make room in
that pl plan for generosity. Prepare to act like a Christian who trusts God to provide enough for
you and for you to be open to the needs of others. “You will be made rich in every way so that
you can be generous on every occasion...” (II Corinthians 9:11)
And now, most challenging, remember that from Roman times through the Middle Ages, when
periodic waves of Black Plague swept across Europe, the greatest witness of Christ came when,
instead of fleeing to safer places, the Christians were known for remaining in the midst of the
plague centers, ministering to the sick and dying, risking their lives in order to give life to others.
While others are running for the hills or locking themselves in their fortresses, would you risk
your life to represent Jesus to those who need ministry that might cost your life? Would you lay
down your life for others?
Coronavirus will probably come and go like so many scares we’ve seen in the past, but even the
threat of pandemic should encourage us to think about what our faith calls us to do in a worstcase situation.
I hope and pray we never face any of these issues. But I also know that biblical prophecy tells us
that one of the marks of the approach of the last days is an increase of pestilence or plagues. Will
your faith rise to the occasion when such things come?
-Doug

ELDER COMPASSION FUND
The Elders have an Elder Compassion Fund that is maintained to help Harvest folks when special needs arise. It
hasn’t been used much, so they have not been receiving offerings for it for a few months. Recently they have
stepped in to meet some needs, and the fund needs to be built back up. Our custom in the past has been to put
out an extra offering contained at the back table on Communion Sundays, the first Sundays of the month. We
will resume the opportunity for giving to the compassion fund on those Sundays.
The activities of the fund are held in strict confidence by the Elders.

PASTOR DOUG’S
MARCH SERMONS:
March 1
John 4:1-26
“Beyond the Barriers”
March 8
John 9:1-34
“Beyond Karma”
March 15
John 12:1-8
“Beyond ‘Good Enough’”
March 22
John 13:1-17
“Beyond Privilege”
March 29
John 18:28-40
“Beyond Judgment”

Military

biblestick
offering

During February, we received a
special offering for Military
BibleSticks, a ministry that
provides small devices that play
recordings of the Bible through
earphones to our active military,
their families and people in
veterans’ hospitals. During 2019
they responded to 217,000
requests for the devices.
Our offering this year was $480,
which was doubled by an anonymous donor who matched all contributions to the ministry during that
month. That means our church
provided 38 BibleSticks for our
military personnel this year.

Thank You!

Potluck Fun
Harvest Church friends and family enjoyed a potluck on February
23rd. We have some great cooks
and bakers in our congregation!
Thank you to
everyone who
came and
enjoyed the
fellowship!

On February 23rd, Harvest started a 7-week, all-church study of the Gospel of John.
There are several ways to participate: 1. Read 3 chapters of John each week leading up
to Easter 2. Be in worship, where the sermon will be from a part of that week’s chapter
3. Join a 7-week home group that will discuss the week’s scriptures. Each week, we will
have a study guide to help us think through some of the issues that are raised in the
text. 4 home group options are available (listed below).
Sundays, 4:30 p.m.
Scott & Lori Carey’s Home
606 W. Garfield, New Hampton

Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m.
Rod & Lisa Reicks’ Home
1936 Mission Ave, New Hampton

Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m.
Dean Schroeder’s Home
608 Evergreen, New Hampton

Thursdays, 7:00 p.m.
Doug & Pat Harvey’s Home
121 Cedar Hill Ave, Nashua

happy Birthday!

Dan Shrock - March 1st
Olivia Schuchhardt - March 18th
Diane Lee - March 18th
Jason Walter - March 25th

Happy Anniversary!
Darwin & Deb Allen - March 22nd

Married 45 Years!

GREETER SCHEDULE

Please talk to Bonnie Jendro if your scheduled
time will not work. Phone: (641) 330-9656

March Meetings & Schedules
MEETINGS

WEEKLY SCHEDULES

Tuesday, March 3rd
5:00 p.m.
Christian Education
Board Meeting

Sundays
Sunday School (All Ages)
9:15 a.m.

Tuesday, March 3rd
5:05 p.m.
Deaconess Meeting

Worship
10:30 a.m.

Saturday, March 7th
7:00 a.m.
Trustee Board Meeting
Monday, March 9th &
Tuesday March 31st
7:00 p.m.
Elder Council Meeting

Meetings

Revive Youth Group
5:30 p.m.
Tuesdays
Women’s Bible Study
7:00 p.m.
Pinicon

No March Meeting
Coordinating
Council
Elder Council Meetings - The meetings are open, though only the Elders will have votes. If there is a need to
discuss confidential issues, the Elders can go into closed session, but all other parts of the meetings are open.
Coordinating Council (formerly the Official Church Board) meetings are also open meetings unless otherwise specified.
Meeting minutes of both the Elder Council and Coordinating Council will be posted on the church bulletin board.

If your scheduled time will not work or if you have future dates that you
would like to have off, please let Jennifer know in advance.
Email: office@harvestcare.com / Phone: 641-394-4380

March 2020
Sunday
1

Monday
2

3

10:30 a.m.
Worship
5:30 p.m.
Revive

Thursday

4

5

Friday
6

Saturday
7
7:00 a.m.
Trustee
Meeting

7:00 p.m.
Praise Team
Practice

Women’s
Bible Study

9

9:15 a.m.
Sunday School

Wednesday

5:00 p.m.
Christian Ed
Meeting
5:05 p.m.
Deaconess
Meeting
7:00 p.m.

9:15 a.m.
Sunday School

8

Tuesday

10
7:00 p.m.
Elder
Meeting

10:30 a.m.
Worship

11

7:00 p.m.
Women’s
Bible Study
(Pinicon)

12

13

14

20

21

27

28

7:00 p.m.
Praise Team
Practice

5:30 p.m.
Revive

15

16

17

18

7:00 p.m.
Women’s
Bible Study
(Pinicon)

9:15 a.m.
Sunday School
10:30 a.m.
Worship

19
7:00 p.m.
Praise Team
Practice

5:30 p.m.
Revive

22

23

9:15 a.m.
Sunday School

24
7:00 p.m.
Women’s
Bible Study
(Pinicon)

10:30 a.m.
Worship
5:30 p.m.
Revive

29

30

9:15 a.m.
Sunday School
10:30 a.m.
Worship
5:30 p.m.
Revive

31
7:00 p.m.
Women’s
Bible Study
(Pinicon)
7:00 p.m.
Elder
Meeting

25

26
7:00 p.m.
Praise Team
Practice

