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The Israelites were led out of Egypt by the hand of God. They had the
promise of great blessings in the Promised Land in the future. But in the
meantime, they were out in the desert, cut off from everything familiar.
Their only plan was to follow God one step at a time. In the midst of
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that uncertainty and insecurity, Moses reminded them, “he brought us
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out from there to bring us in and give us the land he promised on oath
to our ancestors.” Deuteronomy 6:23
In other words, God removed them from the familiar, the secure, the
known, in order to take them to something even better. It took a scary
walk through the desert to get to their next phase of blessing. If they
just kept their eyes on the goal and on the God who had already
brought them that far, they could live in hope and joy.
In this strange time with so many familiar things uprooted, remember
that “he brought us out...to bring us in.”
Neither Covid, nor a divisive election, nor economic chaos took God by
surprise. I don’t like the disruptions of our usual worship and group
study patterns. I don’t see a healthy way out of the angry divisions in
our country. I’m troubled by the economic uncertainty of our times. My
sense of security is rattled. My confidence that I’m prepared for the future is not strong. None of the pastors I know feel like they’ve got a grip
on next steps, much less the longer term future. I’m wrestling with how
(Continued...)

From the Desk of Pastor Doug (Continued)
the church can come out of this time stronger than we came in, and I don’t pretend to
have all the answers.
But I know who holds the future. And when I get my focus on Him, I know He will lead us
through this desert to a better, stronger place. I don’t have to know God’s bigger plan, I
don’t have to know the route ahead, all I have to know is that He is leading and as I follow
He will get me to the right place.
The world’s gone crazy in so many ways, but God hasn’t. He is moving forward, He is leading, He has a plan with great promise. We can relax and follow.
He led us out to bring us in.
-Doug

Harvest Church
December 24th at 6:30 p.m.

PASTOR DOUG’S
DECEMBER SERMONS:
December 6th
Romans 5:9-11
“Justified, Saved from Wrath, Reconciled”

Seasonal Series:
Those Sketchy Women in Jesus’ Pedigree
December 13th
Joshua 2:1-7; 6:22-25
“Choose a New Future”
December 20th
Ruth 1:14-18; 4:13; 16-17
“Going Back to a Place You’ve Never Been”
December 27th
Mike Tobin preaching

The Giving Tree 2020
COVID has made this year harder for those
already in need, that is why the Giving Tree
will proceed as scheduled. Gifts are to be
returned by December 6th. Thank you for
your help to make this Christmas great for
less fortunate families in our area.

CHRISTMAS
SCHEDULE
We’re trying to maintain many of our traditional Christmas events
this year. As always, we ask everyone to be respectful of the Covid
restrictions that can help us protect the more vulnerable among us.
We will have our annual caroling and chili cook-off on Sunday, December
6th. We will leave the church at 3:00 to carol for a number of people. All
caroling will be outdoors, and we encourage traveling as families, not
crowding in cars. Todd has an ambitious list of people to visit, and we will
probably gather back at the church at 4:30 or 5:00. Once there, we will
have our annual chili cook-off, all done with social distancing and care.
The chili contest used to be limited to men, but in the last little bit we’ve
opened it to everyone. So guys and gals, make your favorite chili recipe.
Please bring it in a crock pot or other device that allows us to keep it warm
during the caroling time.
We will have our annual Christmas Eve candlelight
service on December 24th at 6:30 p.m.

Join us as we bring some Christmas cheer to our community!
We will meet at church at 3:00 p.m. and travel around town
to celebrate the birth of Christ!

Warm up after caroling with
some chili! Bring a crockpot of
your own recipe and enter the
competition! We will eat around
4:30 or 5:00 when we return.

Our annual Congregational meeting will be held on Sunday, January 17th, in the
sanctuary, right after the worship service. We will not have the usual potluck this year,
so it will just be the meeting.
At the meeting, we will vote on a budget for 2021 and vote on officers for the coming year.
The proposed budget totals $130,310, which is $12,875 less than the 2020 budget. A more
complete accounting will be in the annual report which will be distributed at the
beginning of 2021.
Officers to be confirmed are:
Nate Schwickerath, 3-year term as Elder
Lori Carey, 1-year term as Church Clerk
Todd Becker, 1-year term as Church Treasurer
Roger Stansbery, 1-year term as Financial Secretary
Everyone is welcome to attend the meeting. Church members have voting privileges.

COMMUNITY HOLIDAY EVENTS
The annual community Christmas music and choir celebration will not be held
this year. The Ministerial Association regrets this, but with social distancing
requirements and most choirs and musical groups not meeting, the decision
was to wait for next year.
The annual community Advent Luncheons at the Methodist Church have been
cancelled for this year.

happy Birthday!

Jennifer Tobin - December 1st
Roger Stansbery - December 1st
Barb Sauser - December 23rd
Jesus Christ - December 25th

Happy Anniversary!
Todd & Shirlee Becker - December 27th
Nate and Julie Schwickerath - December 30th

Merry Christmas!
From, Your Harvest Church Family
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11:00 a.m.
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Doug
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9:15 a.m.
Sunday School

3:00 p.m.
Caroling
followed by the
Chili Cook-Off
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10:30 a.m.
Worship
Service
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9:15 a.m.
Sunday School
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9:15 a.m.
Sunday School
10:30 a.m.
Worship
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Connection”
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Doug
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Doug

10:30 a.m.
Worship
Service
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Sunday
School
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11:00 a.m.
“Harvest
Connection”
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Doug

10:30 a.m.
Worship
Service
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8

4
11:00 a.m.
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Connection”
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Doug

7:00 p.m.
Coordinating
Council Mtg.
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