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PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT 
 

A missionary couple I know ended up in a 6-month period without an  

assignment. It’s a long story, but in order to get their citizenship, passports 

and other issues settled, their assignment was simply to wait for six months 

back in the US, the required period before their paperwork could be finalized. 
 

They were dedicated missionaries, hard workers and passionate for the  

Lord. They didn’t want to just hole up somewhere and laze around until the 

six months ended, but they felt at loose ends receiving missions support and 

not being actively engaged in missions. They asked their supervisor what  

they should be doing. The reply: Work on personal development. 
 

That could, of course, means a lot of things. They could go to conferences, 

read and study, take classes, try to follow a monastic prayer lifestyle, plunge 

into some ministry work at a nearby church, mentor local youth or any  

number of other things. They were pretty frustrated by this vague  

assignment, but they toughed it out. 
 

I don’t know all the details of what they did for the six months, but when  

the time ended and they returned to their mission post, they continued to  

do effective mission work and have since expanded their influence in a very 

difficult mission situation. They didn’t really appreciate the “personal devel-

opment” assignment at the time, but it was actually good for them to have 

time to devote to growing closer to Jesus and deeper in their knowledge of 

Him. 
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From the Desk of Pastor Doug (Continued)From the Desk of Pastor Doug (Continued)  

 

Most of us are in an awkward in-between period with the Covid situation. Our routines are out of 

whack and it’s hard to plan because our situations and the rules keep changing. What can we do? 
 

As a beginning point, we can recognize this as a time for “personal development.” We can’t 

launch any grand initiatives in our lives, in fact, we can’t even plan for simple things like family 

get-togethers or vacations. 
 

But what would happen if we stepped away from binge-watching Netflix and baseball and gave 

ourselves to extended times of going deeper with the Lord? Could you emerge from this time 

with a much deeper knowledge of the New Testament? Could you become a man or woman of 

prayer at a new level? Could this be a God-given opportunity to read those Christian books that 

have piled up on your nightstand? What would happen if you took a few minutes every day to 

actually listen to you husband or wife? Could you consistently set aside time to play with your 

kids? 
 

I don’t pretend to know the specifics for your life, but I do know this: The disruption of our sched-

ules and plans can either allow us to waste a lot of time on nothing, or it can be a life-changing 

opportunity for “personal development.” 
 

What will the next few months be for you? A waste, or a turning point for your life? Ask God for 

direction, and He will gladly give it. 
 

-Doug 

 

We have begun to restart an adult class to fill the gap until regular Sunday School can be resumed. The 

class is recorded in the sanctuary at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesdays, and all are welcome to come to that live 

gathering. The class is broadcast at 9:00 a.m. on Facebook Live on Sunday and available on the church 

website after that. 
 

Todd Becker, Bret Brecunier and Pastor Doug are teaching in a team style. They are following the Uniform 

Lesson plan, a series of lessons that covers the whole Bible in a 7-year cycle. They are currently looking at 

what the Book of James teaches about Godly wisdom. 
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AUGUST AUGUST SERMONS:SERMONS:  

 

August 2nd 

Jeremiah 1:7-10 

“Releasing the Power of God’s Words” 
 

August 9th 

Jeremiah 1:11-19 

“God’s Judgments Over Nations” 
 

August 16th 

Jeremiah 2:1-3 

“Remember” 
 

August 23rd 

Jeremiah 3:1-4 

“Brazen” 
 

August 30th 

Jeremiah 3:11-13 

“Always a Way Back” 

In mid- or late September, we will begin an all-church study called  

“The Incomparable Jesus.” For six weeks, we will focus on some of  

the characteristics of Jesus in sermons, small groups and reading. 
 

As you know, our last all-church study, which was on the Gospel  

of John, was interrupted by the Covid crisis. Only one of our small 

groups was able to complete the cycle. This time around, we will  

have small groups hosted in homes and small groups that meet  

online through Zoom or Messenger, so there will be a place for  

you however you want to meet. 

The Incomparable 

Jesus 

UPCOMING STUDY: “THE INCOMPARABLE JESUS” 



 

UPDATE ON HARVEST CHURCH 
 

In this strange time, most of us are feeling a bit disconnected from the flow of life at Harvest.  

Some of you are not able to directly participate at all, and none of us are participating in the  

church “normally.” So what’s going on? Here are a few things from various ministries in the church: 

 

Worship: We continue to have weekly worship services, both live and online. Most weeks 25-30 

people gather for the live service, and it is streamed on Facebook Live, then recordings are available 
on Facebook and the church website. 

 

Christian Education: Our youth group has been functioning, although the summer season has 

not allowed as many meetings as usual. The youth have organized a couple of outings, including a 
recent camping/kayaking trip. Children’s Sunday School is not meeting, but we are starting an online 
adult education class (details elsewhere in the newsletter). The CE Board was able to add two new 
recipients to the Vaitulis Scholarship and two to the Hassman Scholarship. 

 

Trustees: The Trustee Board has been working on several projects recently. Some badly needed 

concrete work was just completed in the parking lot and the stairs to the south entrance were torn 
out and replaced by an attractive curving walkway. The playground equipment we purchased is in the 
process of being sandblasted and repainted, with the hope of getting it set up in the next couple of 
months.  

 

Elders: The Elders are carefully watching the Covid situation and its impact on the church, trying to 

balance proper caution with allowing people maximum freedom to choose their level of distancing. 

 

Finances: So far this year, the church’s income has been very slightly larger than our expenses, 

which we have kept very low. This does not take into account the upcoming bill for the concrete 
work, so we will soon be out of balance, but the church’s savings will allow us to keep moving  
forward. Thank you for your faithfulness in tithes and offerings! 



 

As noted elsewhere in the newsletter, Harvest Church has been blessed by the continued 

faithful giving of our people. So far in 2020, giving has slightly outpaced spending, though the 

bill for concrete work will probably put us behind by our next financial report. 
 

We deeply appreciate the faithful giving of God’s people through a very strange time in the 

life of the church. 
 

Reminder: There are several ways to continue your giving to Harvest. One, of course, is to 

drop your check into the offering box in the back of the sanctuary. You can also mail your 

tithes and offerings by check to the church. You can include Harvest in your online bill pay if 

you have an electronic checking option. And you can pay via PayPal, an online platform. Pay-

Pal has a recurring payment option you can choose, if you wish. If you want to set up a PayPal 

account, call the office and Jennifer will help you get it done. 

Giving  

To 

Harvest 

SOCIAL DISTANCING 
 

As we have resumed live worship, are adding a live adult education experience, and are hav-

ing some live meetings of administrative boards, we want to remind everyone of the impor-

tance of social distancing. We are aware that there are conflicting views about the issue, and 

we’re not going to try to figure out which “expert” is right. 
 

What we ask is that everyone be respectful of those around them. For the time being, please 

continue to maintain the suggested 6 feet of social distancing while in the building. Respect 

those with and without masks. Be sensitive to the non-verbal signals about whether or not to 

engage in conversation with others. Do not come at all if you are showing any potential 

symptoms of illness or have recently been exposed to Covid. We’re going to ask everyone at 

the end of the worship service to allow a minute for those who feel at risk to exit first, then 

release everyone else and let the conversations (still distanced) begin. 



 

While it has been difficult for us to get together lately, Revive Youth Group is still meeting when possible and 

finding ways to connect and be in God’s Word. On July 23, we went on a camping trip in Waterloo. During the 

trip, we went kayaking, played kayak tag, shoe catch (don’t ask), and raced. After kayaking, we got to use a Lily 

Pad in the lake where we played “King of the Pad” and “Catch Me if You Can” (a game made up on the spot). 

Once back at the camp site, we played bag toss, enjoyed a fire and of course s’mores. The next morning, we 

sat around and ate pancakes and sausages. It was a great trip where memories were made and God was glori-

fied! Next up, we will be going to the Lost Island Water Park on August 6. From all of us in Revive, we want to 

say thank you for your continued support!      -Mike Tobin 



 

happy Birthday! 

Lisa Reicks - August 1st 

Cassandra Tiemessen - August 3rd 

Lori Carey - August 5th 

Josh Schuchhardt - August 18th 

Scott Carey - August 25th 

Darwin Allen - August 31st 

Happy Anniversary! 

Arnold & Ann Knoll - August 2nd 

If you do not see your birthday or  
anniversary in the newsletter, please  

let Jennifer know by calling the church office,  
or email office@harvestcares.com.  
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