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President Cal Coolidge was known as “Silent Cal” because he wasn’t much 

of a talker. But I’ve always appreciated one of the few memorable things 

he said: “If you see ten troubles coming down the road, you can be sure 

that nine will run into the ditch before they reach you.” 
 

Right now, the future isn’t very clear for any of us. How will the Coronavi-
rus affect us? Can the economy recover from the shutdown? Will our civil 
liberties be permanently eroded by the government’s use of extreme pow-
ers? Will we have our jobs in six months? What will the next shortage be? 
And on, and on. 
 

These are good questions. There would be something wrong with you if 
you didn’t ask them. But having asked the questions, what will you do?  
 

Most of us see these uncertainties and our minds immediately begin to 
spin out possible scenarios, often scenarios of loss, disruption or even dis-
aster. We then get anxious and fearful because of what might happen. Our 
negativity affects our energy levels, our sleep, our interactions with others 
and our sense of well-being.  
 

In the end, nearly all the disastrous scenarios fail to arrive. Those that do 
are usually things we never anticipated. Three months ago the worriers 
were concerned about the upcoming presidential election. Some were 
concerned that Trump might be reelected, others were as deeply con-
cerned that he might not be reelected. Virtually none of us were worried 
about a viral pandemic shutting down the nation. But here we are. 
 

To put it plainly: whatever you’re worried about is probably not the thing 
you should be worried about. Bad things happen, but almost never the 
ones you expected. You’re wasting your life’s energies if you’re focused on 
the bad things that might be coming.  
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Jesus said it well: “Don’t worry about your life, what you will eat or drink, or about your body, 
what you will wear...who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life?” (Mt. 6:25,27).   
 

Even as He said this, Jesus knew that his path was leading toward the cross. This wasn’t the 
advice of some silly new-age guru saying you should ignore reality, put on your happy face 
and dance through disasters. He was saying you can trust God to care for you, whatever is 
coming. God will do the worrying about the future, you just focus on loving and following 
Him.  
 

I grew up during the Cold War, with the constant threat of all-out nuclear war hanging over 
the world. All the worrying I did about it accomplished nothing. If it had happened, my worry 
would have not stopped it or prepared me for it, and since it didn’t happen, all my worry only 
served to weigh me down. 
 

What’s going to happen with the COVID19 crisis? Truth to tell, I don’t know, and neither do 
you, and neither do the “experts.”  It may get really bad, it may pass with as little damage as 
the great Y2K panic.  
 

What I do know is this: Whatever the future brings, God will walk with me through it, and in 
the end I’ll be with Him. And that’s all I really need to know. 
 

-Doug 

April 10, 7:00 p.m.  

GOOD  

FRIDAY  

SERVICE 

 

Though we 

can’t meet in 

the church 

building, we 

will have a 

Good Friday 

service online 

at 7:00 on 

April 10. Plan 

to worship 

with us on this 

special day. 
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April 5th 
John 19:38-42 

“Little Things Matter” 
 

April 12th 
Easter Sunday 
John 20:1-29 

“Beyond Death” 
 

April 19th 
Luke 6:1-11 

“Always the Right Time to Do the Right Thing” 
 

April 26th 
Luke 6:12-16 

“Hear and Obey” 



 

 

RESPONSE TO THE SHUTDOWN 
 

In response to the government’s orders and in order to protect the most vulnerable 

among us, Harvest Church has cancelled our worship services and face-to-face 

meetings until further notice.  

 

We are hosting an online worship service every Sunday at 10:30 on Harvest’s 

Facebook page, and offering recordings of the service both on Facebook and the 

web page soon after.  

 

Doug is posting a “Harvest Connection” video twice a week on Facebook Live. 

They are live on Tuesday and Friday at 10:30 AM. They are also recorded and 

posted on the church’s Facebook page and website. 

 

The youth are meeting online on Sunday and Wednesday through Messenger’s 

video conferencing capabilities. 

 

All meetings of boards and small groups are either cancelled or being conducted 

via videoconferencing formats. 

 

Our quarterly congregational meeting has been cancelled. We will not put out our 

second quarter reports, either. We’ll resume the normal processes for the July 

meeting, Lord willing.  

 

The church office is closed for the time being. If you call the church phone num-

ber, it will ring through to Jennifer’s phone, so you can still conduct church busi-

ness via the phone. Doug is available by cell phone, email and text.  

 
 

God is our refuge and strength,  

an ever-present help in trouble.  

Therefore we will not fear.  
 

                                                                         Psalm 46:1-2 



 

happy Birthday! 

Linda Tiemessen - April 30th 

Happy Anniversary! 

Tom & Barb Sauser - April 5th 

Sharon & Roger Wilson - April 9th 

Paul & Christine Knoll - April 15th 

 

VOUNTEERING 
 

Many of us stand ready to volunteer to help out when there is a need. To this point, 
things in our area seem to be functioning well and there have been no particular needs 
for volunteers. 
 

The Elders have discussed this, and as we become aware of needs in the church family, 
we will respond in whatever ways seem appropriate.  
 

For the larger community, we don’t want to duplicate services, and the local Emergency 
Management Agency is already gathering a list of people willing to volunteer in various 
ways. Right now the need is minimal, but the agency is working to be prepared for ac-
tion as needs arise. If you want to be on a list of volunteers for the county, please call 
the agency at the number in their news release, which is posted on the next page: 



 
 

 
Chickasaw County 

Emergency Management Agency 

1928 Linn Drive, PO Box 214 

New Hampton, Iowa, 50659 

Office: 641-394-2406 

  
At this time, Chickasaw County does not have any confirmed cases of COVID-19, however our 

Emergency Operations Center is mobilized.  Local partners, in all sectors, are working to have a pre-

pared and coordinated response to COVID-19 in our community. 

  
Volunteers are not needed at this time, however there is an anticipated need for volunteers as the 

situation unfolds in Chickasaw County.  In the event that quarantined homes and at-risk populations 

are in need of assistance, please consider volunteering to assist with the tasks below.   

  
Volunteer assignments and tasks include: 
Grocery shopping and delivering orders 

Picking up and delivering prescriptions, food pantry orders, or other essentials care items 

Helping distribute supplies to healthcare locations and long term care facilities 

Assisting with Call Center operations 

 
Volunteer Guidelines : 
To ensure everyone stays safe, we are limiting volunteer assignments to groups of less than 10 peo-

ple and implementing governmentally mandated safety measures like social distancing (6 ft distance 

or no contact at all) and frequent hand washing. 

In keeping with guidelines from public health officials and out of caution for your safety, all volun-

teers must be: 

Free from any symptoms indicative of COVID-19 for at least 14 days. 

Not be at an elevated risk for COVID-19 exposure based on CDC guidelines.  (Including: 

generational demographics, underlying medical conditions, or immunocompromised ) 

Must be 18 year of age or older. 

Have not been in contact with anyone who has exhibited symptoms indicative of COVID-

19 in the past 14 days. 

Some assignments may require that volunteers are vetted through a DCI Background Check. 

  

If you are able to help serve our community with these tasks, and meet the volunteer guidelines, 

please call the 641-229-8011 (8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday-Friday) to have your name and information 

added to the Volunteer Database 
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Good 
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